Reading report #2: Wholly Sanctified

Simpson begins this book with a definition of sanctification.  It based on the Lord’s justification of sinners by repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.  Sanctification is the deeper work of God as the God of peace Himself comes to abide in the believer.  It is work of God and not man.  We are sanctified by the indwelling Christ.

Sanctification means: 1) our voluntary separation from sin, self, and the world.  As we separate ourselves from sin, self, and the world, God will put a deep gulf between the believer and sin (though sin is not eradicated in us).  2) Sanctification means dedicated to God.  Once a person has separated himself from sin, he presents himself to God to know and love Him and to do His will.  3) Lastly, God fills the dedicated person with Himself through the Holy Spirit or the indwelling Christ.  So sanctification is to separate from evil, dedicate to God and be filled with Christ.  

Next Simpson describes the sanctified spirit, which is one separated from its sin, self and the world.  It touches no unclean thing in its spirit.  The dedicated spirit is one that is “wholly given to God, to know Him, to choose his will, to resemble His character, to trust His Word, to love Him supremely, to glorify Him only, to enjoy Him wholly and belong to Him utterly, unreservedly, and forever.”  Finally, the sanctified spirit is one filled with the “presence and Spirit of the Lord.”  What we give to Him is only a possibility, but His presence makes it a reality.  He says: “We cannot even yield ourselves without imperfection, but we can choose to be His, and then he will come into our dedicated will and make the living sacrifice worthy of His holy altar.”

The sanctified soul is one that is separated from sin, self, and the world.  The soul includes the mind, imagination, judgment, tastes, affections, passions and appetites.  Our mind (all thinking, reasoning, imagination and memory) has to be separated from evil.  We must keep them from the pollutions of the world, and also the inner evil or stray thoughts.  We need to cleanse our minds of its proud self-sufficiency and godless independence, and humbly submit and consecrate them to God.  Simpson speaks of wandering thoughts as Satan’s thistledowns.  Also our tastes like in music, dress and refinement and our emotions have to separated from sin and self.  Then all has to be dedicated to God, and then God will fill our souls with His Spirit.

The sanctified body is one in which all its members are separated from evil.  Simpson acknowledges two errors concerning the body: that it is not real (like Gnosticism) or that is evil (asceticism).  The sanctified body must be separated from all evil, from all impurity and physical sin.  This includes separation from all gross indulgences, excesses of appetites, dishonesty, violence, feet that go after sin & worldliness & folly, an evil tongue, wandering and vain eyes, impure hearing, intemperate work, and disease.  The dedicated body is one that is offered to God as a living sacrifice and ownership and all rights given to God.  The cleansed and dedicated body is then filled by God with His holy presence, the living Christ.

The next section describes how we are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.  We are kept blameless by God as we continually abide in the Lord Jesus.  So the Lord Jesus sanctifies us as we surrender to Him and keeps us blameless as we abide in Him.  The last section speaks of our being as Jesus is in this world, as our love is perfected in the Lord.  

I really liked this book and thought it immensely edifying.  I want to be wholly sanctified; I want to know the Lord as my Sanctifier, to be filled with fullness of God.  I want to teach this to the church and I hope that the church will know what is to be wholly sanctified.  Sanctification, I hope, will be a core in the ministry that I serve in.      

